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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 91 19 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR EG UR 

SUBJ: VENUE FOR GROMYKO/FAHMY MEETING 
REF: (A) CAIRO 9009, (B) CAIRO 9052 

1 . VENUE FOR FAHMY/GROMYKO MEETING STILL BEING 
DEBATED, BUT MAY NOW BE IN MOSCOW. POLYAKOV MET 
WITH FAHMY LAST NIGHT FOR SEVENTH TIME IN EIGHT 
DAYS TO DISCUSS MATTER. ACCORDING FAHMY'S CHEF DE 
CABINET, USAMA AL-BAZ, SEQUENCE OF ISSUE IS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

2. SOVIETS INITIALLY PROPOSED VIENNA. GOE TURNED 

THIS DOWN AND SUGGESTED INSTEAD EITHER PARIS OR GENEVA. 

SOVIETS INTIALLY SEEMED AGREEABLE TO WEST EUROPEAN 
SITE, BUT THEN CHANGED POSITION. THREE DAYS AGO 
POLYAKOV MET WITH FAHMY TO ASK THAT MEETING BE IN 
MOSCOW. REASON GIVEN WAS THAT GROMYKO COULD NOT LEAVE 
MOSCOW AT PRESENT AND THAT IN ANY CASE A MOSCOW VIENUE 
WOULD ENABLE GROMYKO BE CLOSER TO BREZHNEV IN EVENT 
SOVIET LEADERSHIP DECISIONS HAD TO BE MADE. 

3. INTIAL EGYPTIAN REACTION TO PROPOSAL WAS NEGATIVE, 
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BUT ON FURTHER REFLECTION FAHMY CONCLUDED THAT A MOSCOW 
VENUE MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE PROVIDED THERE WERE "PROPER 
QUALIFICATIONS". ASKED WHAT SUCH "AUALIFICATIONS" 

MIGHT BE, AL-BAZ INDICATED THAT WHAT FAHMY HAS IN MIND 
IS SOVIET AGREEMENT TO HOLDING THE NEXT SUCH MEETING 
IN CAIRO. THIS CONCEPT WAS GIVEN TO POLYAKOV LAST 
NIGHT AND GOE IS STILL AWAITING A SOVIET REPLY. AL-BAZ 
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EXPRESSED PERSONAL VIEW THAT CHANCES FOR PROPOSED 
GROMYKO/FAHMY MEETING ACTUALLY TAKING PLACE AS 
SCHEDULED ARE AT BEST FIFTY-FIFTY. 

4. FOR WHAT IT IS WORTH, POLISH AMBASSADOR TOLD ME 
TODAY HE THINKS EAST EUROPEAN SITE WILL FINALLY BE 
DECIDED UPON. 

EILTS 
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